The Plantlife of Ratho 
Hypericum * 2021-03-31 


St John’s Worts (Hypericum) 


Perforate St John’s Wort - Very common in open The plant has a two-ridged stem that can be felt 

infertile ground, often covering large areas (as at by turning it between one’s fingers. The leaves 

the top of the Climbing Centre and Hillwood are narrow and the sepals (green flaps at flower 
) a _ base) narrow and pointed. 
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Hypericum perforatum : 


Imperforate (ssp obtusiusculum) St John’s Wort The sepals (green bits at the flower base, below) 
- Top of the steps to the Old Norton Quarry, along are broad and unpointed (not narrow and 
the path to Kirkliston, and one by the canal. pointed)., the leaves broadish 
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Hypericum maculatum ssp obtusiusculum 





Square Stalked St John’s Wort - Beside or near The flowers are smaller and paler than others 
the canal (e.g. opposite the Bridge Inn, but (except Slender), the stem four-ridged (hence its 
usually hidden by vegetation, and close to the — name), and the green sepals at the flower base 


picnic tables), widely beside the field SE of the (below) are narrow and pointed. 
M8 bridge. 


Hypericum tetrapterum 


Hairy St John’s Wort - Old Norton Quarry, north The stems and leaves are hairy (giving it its 


and north-east side. name), usually giving the leaves a slightly faded 
look, as seen here. 
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Hypericum hirsutum 





Slender St John’s Wort - The canalside at The flowers are small and stem wiry, but the 
various shady spots, and near the end of the most obvious feature is the delta-shaped leaves. 
wooded section on the track up to EICA. 
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Hypericum pulchrum 


Tutsan - Frequent in damp shaded settings. A half-sprawling woody-stemmed plant (to 80 
cm) with large leaves and small-looking flowers. 


Hypericum androsaemum 





Tall Tutsan - The garden version of Tutsan, which As a result it’s similar to Tutsan above, but is 
is a hybrid of it. taller and more upright, with some subtler 
differences. 
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Hypericum x inodorum 


A creeping hypericum formed of mostly 
Rose of Sharon -Occasionally grown. unbranched stems that are topped with a single 
large flower. Anthers are red, styles (at the 
flower centre) five, both seen below. 





Hypericum calycinum 


Forrest’s Tutsan - Occasional but can result in 

aes There were a great many seedlings 

opposite this one growing at the edge of the old The anthers are yellow (not orange) and flowers 
surgery entrance paving, although clearly they large. 

would never be able to establish there. 
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Hypericum forrestii 





Hidcote Hypericum - Commonly planted, and Rather like the above but with orange (not 
the seedlings mentioned above could conceivably yellow) anthers. The crushed leaves (also above) 
have seul: from this. ee — | smell delightful. 
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ay perieGii 'Hidcote’ 


